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(a) Chronoteey 


(b) Feentantiea 


Usual or; ji ats 01 \ of pete ‘naval hospital with a 
tain, AS eran: - Navy, on duty as Medical 


cap 
pp > peer td] was an independent 
Bc! Ee cit syne Commandant, Twelfth Naval 


(e) Narrative. Account 


Pative account. Attention 


a pa 
nm 1630 and 2130. 
individuals but the 


ulty of a: 
gale of beer to Indiv ie- 
z aeppeener. The only 
‘theoreticall ay ete 
duodenal ulcers. 
22 months was that finch 
and drank beer off the 


hospital reservation and their ulcers @ppeared 

to tneive upon - Giet. No 111 effects were 
“Tesult of sale of beer to all hands, 
er, voluntarily abstained, 


ee 


Our se in connection with sale 
of months in the hospital Ship's 
Serv ered to be an argument in favor 

i hibition against the sale of 
beer is and restoration of such 


cretion of the one pr 
however, is recommended to 
@ in @ space set up as an 
and apart from the reguler ship's 


se rvice. 
(e) Conclusion 


Most effective Portion of the local medical program 
was the rehabilitation program and center after it 


was fully estabdlis! during winter of 1945, Least 
spceckive poresen of” the local medical program was 
a7 the rehabilitation program during the first year 


of the hospital ss such because of lack of facilities, 


California 


ital, Yosemite National Park, 
i 1oh on June 25, 1943. It had 
Hotel, owned by the Yosemite 


j@ was changed to the U.S. 
ssioned December 15, 1945. 
ite purpose was the rehabil- 
oe men in order to restore then 


fe in the best possible 


) monte afterwards, Captain 
me oe medical officer in command. 
Commander Lyle Newton, (MC) 
i Commanding officer until 
oN. Feported on September 23, 


ri one) to arrive in the Yosemite 
7S 
nt Will Grimes, (HC), U.S.N., 


arrived June 7, 1943. The 
from the naval hospital, 


ised 37 acres located in the 


@ Cc 


ong tall pines and oaks. 


Merced River op 


To the weay) weeea oaks of the valley. 


fire fall. Above was world ed ome. Below were the 
Yosemite Fal } 


7 
was a beaut , 


At the entrance, there 


was @ -boautat 
atory bulladng 
In ed@ition, th 


construction. 


s in the adjacent 
i pine and oak ¢g 


tion hall having a seating 


for t the ward to be in- 
Ly 


@ constructed near the 


capacity of 400. 
stalled in the fos 
*¥ 


age way to the hotel, A 


quarters and two 
parking area. . Vari 
hospital use were ‘s 
lighting in the pe 
of a fence abou 


Fecricss » Construction 


je-coohere by the 


Ss room. This work was 


In general, the noted we 12: 
into a hospital, especially one of the. searezeonnt type as then 
contemplated. With the aeaition. 04 : 
room for the ward to be dantal2ed Ja the ania lounge of the 
hotel, few changes were necessa: > provide ) an-ebundence of ward 


space. The hotel bedrgene! wee alle 4 aa with private baths 
and could readily be edapted to ward or other hospital use. The 
hotel dining room made ‘a beautiful and aeatate mess hall. 

No other essential structural ohanges were made. The former 
hotel gift shop was convarteatinte @ personnel office. The former 
sweet shop became the hospital Shipts Service Store and the hotel 
clerk's office in the entrance Lobby was used by the master-at- 
arms force. The hotel dining room office and Cloak room became 
the post office. A telegraph Fete. with teletype was later 
installed in the former storeroon ‘opposite. The offices of the 
medical officer in command, the exeoutive officer and the main- 
tenance officer were located on the mezzanine, the executive 
officer at first occupying the former beauty shop. He was later 
moved further down the mezzanine and the. beauty shop used by the 
Civil Readjustment Officer and the repreveatative of the Veteran's 


Administration. The disbursing office Was installed in the three 
ine Phe, 


room suite at. the end of ‘the centred | eersttor, second floor. The 
xt Sy! Seis 
rey ‘toe 0 soupied two former bed- 


hospital accountiag and prop 


ht ° aay 
rooms in the same riciasty., ffices ; 


wo junior medical officers 
were ostablished on the entra floor. The resaining hotel bedrooms 
4 


ern oT) 


, ‘third, fourth and fifth floors were 
Le ee Fe 


; floor being sick officers! quarters. 


eT cae coup the pent house apartment on the 


: rely, 
ol bed ie Poom furniture was retained for 
naval use. Te ‘noted japon, china and dining room silverware 
was bought for hospital use. he remaining hotel furniture, 
draperies, pictures, eto. were placed in storage by the Navy. 
The hospitel was at firet intended for use only by neuro- 
paychiatrioc petseats. _Bpertenee during the summer of 1943 however, 
denonstrated that Yosemite w was ‘€n unsuitable place for such 


oi ot 4. 


patients, mag be cag tron elaustrophobie because of the high 
ey. 


surrounding ppy because of the few 
diversions available, In September therefore, the policy of 


) for the Yosemite was changed. It 


was directed Ueto ne : =peychiatric patients be sent there 
and that the ape ised. for general medical and surgical 
cases, NYS ree 


The hospi bore desorsves was the situation which con- 
fronted corgi when he’ Feported for duty as commanding 
officer. Tt prosonted « problem of considerable magnitude. There 
was practically nothing in ‘the way of recreation for hospital 
staff or patients other than that normally available for visitors 
to the Yosemite. Moving Picturs equipment had been requisitioned 
from the Bureau of Ships but, under wer conditions, dete of 
delivery was most uncertain. There was but a limited emount of 
essential drugs, hospitel, medical and surgical supplies and hotel 


Pad 
Gouble deck hospital beds 
oned. There was no ship's 


ortation and maintenance 


use, with 
the carpent 


i paint shops in the basement were 
altogether es -haval 


Thore wae a thr: 


no suitadle ya ‘le mechanic to work. Arrange- 
ments had b vawis Memorial Hospital in the 


id hospitel belonging to the 


National Park ‘Surgery, X-ray, etc. 


Upon rep or iB Gesigneted the pent-house 
On? 


apartment on uerters for the commanding 


officer. eae ae the nurses! querters 


and, sto offic the fourth floor. A 


survey wns andi as for establishment of such 


a hospital as : 


building and location 
available. It w 


hospital could house 


about 900 pati 


rv ded, if they were to be 
of the convalese 


re held with the super- 
intendent, Yoser he general manager of a 
Be bio ‘i ing housing for families of 
4 ae employees. Single 


male and pty Ain dormitories of the 


¥ t k and Cu 
osemite Park and AALS.” housing for families of 


a 
+— 


a 


hospital staff and patiente was ae mest inadequate. However, through 
the cooperation of thi National Pa Park Service and the Yosemite 
Park and Curry Co. certain residences belonging to them were 
made available for for th PD ar se. Relations of the hospital 
personnel with the Anhabitants of the valley and the possibility 
of additional fysmestisens facilities Were also discussed. The 
Shore Patrol wes "eer 4 ane permanent force with e Shore 
Patrol officer ine ‘oharge. ‘Tais greatly improved discipline among 
liberty parties in the, vader. 

It was decided to < > conceatrate the hospital administrative 
offices, insofer as practicable, On the mezzanine. The main lounge 


and Tudor lounge, second, third and fourth floors were designated 


as wards and necessary ‘hospital \Spaces such as operating roon, 


Keray, laboratory, etc. Three hotel cottages were designated as 
hospitel corps epetsere and the remaining five as wards. Long 
range plans were ade to dehekal urgently needed recreational and 
rehab .eekioaey AQ pertasion: and maintenance facilities. 
Additional staff | was reque ited ané requisitions prepered for 
necessary additional hospital, medical and surgical equipment. 
Because of the Asoation of cts Yosemite with the nearest large 
city, Sen Fran rs 6 and the nearest town of any size, 

doth quite inaccessible for liberty 

was jeueenziel that this hospital be mrde 


y pousitie . 


ibed as desperate. 
pl : urged throughout the nation for 
renabiliti won if wer m8, the hospital had almost nothing 
with whioh to previ 


. 
aA 


rehabilitation. 1 . 
was bad. They, res 
of recreational or other ‘facilities after being in the combat 


Supposedly a 


part of a ges 


Sf 
even approximately adequate program of 


an 


ZT result, the attitude of the patient 


Bing sent to the Valley with its lack 


areas of Alaska, “and the ‘South Pagifio for months. They resented 
having to wait months” for. @ medical Gischerge. They felt that they 
bed done their part in ‘the war, had become casualties and were entitled 
to be sent home instead of being isolated in the High Sierras. 

%3 =—™e hospital Welfare Fund was low and repeated efforts to obtain 
additional money from other naval activities for bowling elleys, 
pool tables, etc. mere anavadiing. 

During this period, the hoapitel was literally saved by the 
people of the San Joaquin Valley:-the Army at Merced and Fresno; 
the San Joaquin WeLiey ae, wavy ‘Club and War Dads of Fresno; 
the Navy Mothers! Veterans. of Foreign Wars. The people 
of the San Joaats ae y froa Modesto to Visalia understood the 
needs of the hospital 12 the Yossatte, took it to their heerts 
and aided in every weg tier. could. They provided recreational 
facilities of maay ‘kinda, brought Thostesses and orchestras to the 
hospital for dances: he Sen Joaquin Valley Elks were of invaluable 
aid in establ senine and squspping a hobby shop in the hospital 
during the sumer of 1944 > the forerunner of the rehabilitation 

wm 
center which was aberk BM ¥ 
It must not be ; genet during this period the 


hospital was | 
available in 


ae 
a medical’ di: 


almost entirely 
naturally irked 
4n the way ef | 
nob helps 


bf the hespated th 
4f they could have gant 


ay 


. 8 


in making beds 
coast for acutely 
je rehabilitation 


veyed and receive 


in ‘all naval 


. 
ae 


oer, their time waa 
. 
ry’ » The lengthy delays 


P 


fe was thea but little 
Yowentee aid 

y Low and the good nane 
y patients stated thet 


weeks, they would 
untd) discharged 


® aly emergency leave 


‘tment directive 


a 


n for rehabilitation and 
©, greatly increased the 
° 
under the ciroumstances, 


Tay 


ppital could have well been 


really requir 
hospital t. 
the Youenite 1 41@ the ma y ; scharge. Repeated efforts 
; q srative cases, or patients 
yy sent to the Yosemite. These 
Wer, until the epring of 1945 when 


an to be sent to this hospital io 


Pet ~P 
Hogpitel in 
toine “— 


ended and the pi 
ee the 1 hospital was in commission, 6752 patients 


ees thy py 
hres 


11 average of about 65 


Fl 


were loaned for use iy, fomilics of ‘officers and men on the hospital 
staff. The Rengers! o1ub wee dtiiizes | a8 a Bachelor Officerst 
Quarters and rooms there assigned to unmarried officers or those 
whose families 3 ‘no ia the Park. Six houses and apartments 
Yoo: te! Park fend Curry Co. and normally occupied 


we re re ed to, naval officers. Two apartments 


belonging to Best's. tudio were “also temporarily rented to naval 


< a Y rife 
personnel. ga: 


Three cobine telengise|t ‘the Ahwehnee Hotel were assigned to 
use as hospital corps quarters. Married enlisted men however, 
both staff and pettente, had great difficulty in finding sufficient 
residences for thetr feahiien. A few were able to obtain cabins 
or apartments in the Yosemite; others lived in E1 Portal, a small 
town fourteen ailes frem the hospital. Others were obliged to 
rent cabins at the ‘Yosemite Lodge, paying tourist prices with 
25 percent redustioa. WR Sy G “A oe 


ot. ue: igsaergs'rs housekeeping tents at 


ose - of 1945-46 at the same 
a 


oo 


te at any one time was 853. It may 


fully utilized oer ror 4 dts life, the hospitel was of reel 
pap ee 
value. in aiding, Cok: 


9g 


= 


As previc Pcie aa was originally intended 


for peyohiatrio patiente. Because of this, there were very few 
medical or Surgical facilities here in the fall of 1943. A large 
medical storeroom hea been completed but contained few supplies. 
A general purpose dressing room and @ small pharmacy were estab- 
lished on the first floor but there were no adequate facilities 
for either. general petioine Gr surgery. A dental office and X-ray 
were Anstelled on on i ‘third floor. Only the most elementary lab- 
oratory facilities ‘were available. ~The Lewis Memorial Hospital 
in the Yosenite Valle; mess used for surgical cases. The medical 
staff ie papesicnoting and executive officers assisted 
by two ward, jedioal fficers aad two nurses. Following determin- 
ation that | po hospital could ‘wall socomodate about 900 enlisted 
patients and 25 officer patients, requisitions for necessary 
equipmert and supplies Bere areanred on that basis. 

Double deck hospitel beds @rrived in November. The great 
majority of single b ‘beds were removed from the rooms to be 
used as wards andl re} : 

The former natn 
wards. Clothing a placed in the closets of rooms and 


along he manag: of ‘the. large wards in the two lounges. The size 


. ec 

of siok officers! quart “var et considerably, depending upon the 
demand. At rivet, 1b “eons ce of four rooms on the fourth floor. 
In March 1944, At was onlorged. to inolude the entire third and 
fourth floors with 185. boas end 2 five room lounge or club with 
reading and writing roaue,, zoo} roo @nd-oard room. In the fall 
of 1944, this was reduced to part. of. the third floor with 25 beds. 
In the late winter of 1945, ois Ana @gain increased, this time to 
include the entire thir ‘floor with 84 beds. The transitions were 
easily made by exchang double-deck bunks for single hotel beds 


as necessary. 


1- 


A room on the third floor wasjat first designated for both 


X-ray and laboratory. During 1944, additional laboratory equip- 


ment was received and & peparace, oes was made into 4 laboratory. 
Following completion. of the galley. piueskers ; the rooms on the mez- 
zanine were ‘made into offices. and, “tnsofar as practicable, the 


hospitel offices were concentrated on pthak floor instead of being 


soattered about the butdding. 

The complement of the hospital was inérensed to provide an 
adequate staff but during the fall we winter of 1943-44, there 
were only three or four aedios) officers. The hospitel was 
reported ready to ar Hvelase, fall capacity of patients in November, 

in to arrive dn increasing numbers. 
f tifere were 781 ‘patients. 
nal equipment and supplies, the 


eon users gradually increased. an 


installed. In & 


reported and installed a really adequate clinical laboratory whioh 
was equipped for doing ell ‘Hormel hospital laboratory work, in- 
cluding blood chemistry and serology. 

A omall department of phyaio-therapy ‘was established in 
November, 1943. With the inoreasing patient load of general types 
of patients, the need for more ae rapidly increased. 
At firet only ocoupying one } Poon on the second floor, this depart- 
ment was inoreased to tworroome and then to three. Because of 
the desire not to change ‘the structure of the hotel unnecessarily, 
it was impractical to install modern equipment for hydro-therapy. 
However, massage, hot ond oold baths or packs and electricity, 
all adniniotered with great deal of patience and perseverance, 
worked wonders often with better ae than previously obtained 
at the large hospitels for he game patients. Though at that time, 
adequate equipment for corrective gpanestic @tercises had not been 
obtained, passive not pene traction, also mixed with much patience 
and perseverance, sobteved really fine results. During the second 
year, with the inoreased ‘facilities in physical training, corrective 
exercises were ayatinpietcar practically all patients. The fine 
results obtajned in physio-therapy were largely due to the fact 
that, because there were fewer patients than in the large general 
hospitais, more time could ‘be soucted to each. Average treatments 
were forty-five ninutes ‘to en hour, Sometimes several times a day. 
During most of the time, the number of patients in physio varied 
from 100 to 125 per dey. 3 

During the fall of 1943, it was found that use of the Lewis 


Memorial Hospital AB the ceeaite for naval patients was not 


Go 


satisfactory. 


staff and patients. 

it was preferable 1 to: 
Requisitions for e 
A chief of surgery 
was moved to the aoe 
established the ipa > 
occupied by that aes 
to such use and cetera 
Immediately afterwards 
the mezzanine, oxoha t 


traffic in the “viols 


Ss ae 


While pation 8 were not sent to the Yosemite for 


Cor 


surgery, acute ourgical 


dons frequently arose among both 


oe ite thas. especially for surgery, 
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i ee Rs 


His 
sity of 


‘ ~y and ee ‘two room surgical suite 
404 A ieee + 
f July a eo the rooms previously 


July 


nme the ‘library. This minimized 
eae 


A year efter ving conatetones . as the hospital 


was equipped to core for pres 


or surgical case. Ne @ 


departments such as 


Because of the ounhol ats 


however, 


Plaster casts was con 


a ppecial ‘east! 


‘any type of general medical 
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wae ance to provide for special 


eer, owe nd throat, or urology. 


) patients sent here in 1945 
ee eae and removal of 


cette of Werd A on the first floor. 
Se Pe: 


“sosroity of all housing. 
ee eetcoe! Park Service, 
ES 


tannorarily vaeant beGeu 


ance and also ti 


situation was 


after July 1, 1 


rentel allowanoes 
the Yosemite 


1943, the s 


several r6@ 


Activities, 
recomaqndesiae 


Yosemite Park ¢ 


thet company for the 


Ln maintaining morale. 


meee 


Al Park Service houses 


ap 
O lose their rental allow- 


rvioe. This unfortunate 
however, and, while 
rental allowances because 
ines, the Navy Depart~- 
Law No. 120 however, 
houses received their 
Park Service thenselves. 
of officer personnel in 
ommenoing in the fall of 
the naval hospital made 


nent for the construction 


P this purpose. These 


Service for construction 
t to the hospital. 
wever, the approval of 
was stated, sdequate 
Service and the 


of double housekeeping 
| by tourists, for 


. 


¢ Lor rs on the staff of this 
and heat included. These 
apletely furnished. Because 
uty at the hospital, it 
t 1 ‘ n ment of five additional 
seta of these, ead: ; > ai lies beginning October 1, 
1945. These concessions by th pan: were the only way by whioh 


these officers " have @iilies in the Yosemite. ‘Two 


ation of the National Park 
wry Co., few naval families could 
? tour of duty here. 


Tike Yosemite as seaemnading 
‘at this hospital were most 
y of one Plymouth Sedan staff 


ok as ambulance, and one 


3 | needed motor transportation 

@ in the acquisition of 
a pick-an8 truok and ¢ ; international trucks in November 
‘ it for the hospital hed to 

Ei Portal, 14 aties, or 


‘San Francisco, two more 


pital motor vehicles 

station in the Yosemite. 

y in an abandoned CCC 

in the fall of 1943. 

money in the price of 

: | motor maintenance. ; 
ys for transportation 

‘Even at a reduced 

rtetion from the Yosemite 

was therefore necessary 


a passengers. None of the 


rs, they protected 
aA Snow. Removable 
; ‘equipped, the 
ass for skiing 


art of the rehabilitation 


TS eso 


| 


4 ible for trips of 
al 

fients. With con- 
ae 

olutely necessery 
to 211 miles. 

@ at Badger Pass 

‘orty-five miles 


« we 


required the 


Request to the Bureau 


' noe finally resulted 

ype eat lance to the Yosemite 
nia, in March, 1944. 

nt, it was still not 


ance be supplied the 
re ed by the Bureau and the 
Fs 


eed however. Requests 


i@ apemevecoy es but recommenda- 
OG FFs - 
2 Department Activities, 


mendous boon as patients 

> park. They were also 

t 8, hostesses, etc. 

d return, thus seving con- 
Septenber, 1945, these 
+ 37 passenger vehicles. 
aa 


Lonal pick-up truck were 


1 of fourteen motor 


'o 


vehicles and finally placing: the hospited on a satisfactory 
transportation basis. 3 ye 

For the first year, garage one aotor repair facilities were 
utterly inadequate. There was \ * garage to protect the vehicles 
against inclement weather. The head mee 14.0 “had a emall 8' by 
10' office where some small equipaent was 01 also kept. Motor repair 
work was either done in the open air. or ina garage stall. An 
old outdoor dance platform was dismantled end six open garage 
stells were constructed in the fall and early winter of 1943-44. 
ln the fall of 1944, a frame motor repair shop was constructed 
by the hospital force. This was of sufficient size to permit a 
large truck or bus to be taken inside. It also afforded adequate 
office space and space for necessary repair shop equipment. 

Thus, some eighteen months after the hospital was commissioned, 


transportation. and motor vehiole maintensnce ‘facilities became ad- 


WELFARE AND RECREATION 
. ok . ae -. 
During the summer of 1943, there were practically no welfare 
and recreational facilities at the hospital. Horseshoes, soft ball, 


equate. 


golf or tennis could be played but beyond this, it was necessary 
for patients to seek recreation off the hospital reservation. There 
were supervised hikes about the Valley aaa On mountain trails. 
Bicycles and horses could be rented by individuals desiring sane. 
Lovies were shown at the 01d Village Theater, @ mile and a half 
away, twice a week. There were dances at Camp Curry every night 
during the summer but after Labor Day, these were reduced to two 


a week in the cafeteria with phonogreph, psi. Men on liberty 


Gathered at Begnan's restaurant in the Old Vidiage, where leer 
could be bought, of at the Yosemite Ledge Wire 16 mm. oilont fi1mo 
ohewed aganed Of the Wan | waves GHG Whe Veoondbe Valley. tinni: 
Park Gorvies naturudders. aooperaved fh Oohdueting Hikes and etviny 
{iuetrated Lecturas of OF Netionel Parks once o week at the 
hoapsbide FOP AON WHO GOUAG NOL MU OA AdbOvOY, there wary prautiuntt 
6 Posradblendd PaOditeden ab GO howplted wfbor vuppari 

a Gateber; 194d) WhO GOMARAMIRG BPFLsey Aude BAY BBALY: 
+2 dan SERS WAR HHRMA SBRAVER vadtey 4h shdsetse b 
onteptetanent $0 the heapitad, Because of the distance and 
asfPiduities oF bPanspodeation Bit 126628 62d ba GbdALIEA from 
Han Yranoineo. The National Gatholie Community dervice of that 
city though, brought groups of entertainers to the hospital and 
provided considerable reoreational equipment. In the San Joaquin 
Valley however, the Army Air Field at Merced, the Elks, Navy Club 
and War Dede of Fresno, the Navy Mothers! Clubs end Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, were prompt in coming to the aid of the isolated 
hospital in the Tosentta: They provided entertainment and gave 
ping-pong tables, genes, imaeagines , radios and phonographs to the 
hospital. With Peraisoion of the commanding officer of the Merced 
Army Air Field, their neeetns oaries officer arranged for a series 
of weekend- visits Ns an Aray Orchestre end detachment of WACS. 
Army shows were also brought & to. ‘the hospital from both Merced 
and the Army Air. Bie elds at Fresno. _ The first show at the hospital 
was given the middle of Horanver, 2963, by the Shell 011 Co. Show. . 
This wes soon followed by the Reynolds Tobacco Company's Camel 
Caravan. Arrangene: for oth Of ‘these were made by the Fresno 


Navy Club. 


et 
-& 


ces reste ecentative and a recreation worker 


aE 5 82 3. A Weitare and Recreation officer, 
reported December 15, 1943, 
‘to be organized. The hospital 


: Fund made its appearance. In 
a of the hotel, off Ward A, was 
ables, one donated by the Navy 
of Foreign Wars and the third 
a@sity, the purchased pool 
i P ad dollar a week principle 


y soon paid for it. 
ere made with the Army Air 


Fresno for reguler dances every 
Beoh organization provided 
e Army brought WACS and the 


and oatenses if they provided their 


Cross Chapters in te to a 
as the ie. a olf. ee... ‘the United States Christian 
Commission gadene and the San Francisco Examiner contributed 
presents. ‘ p Joaq in Val ey j Elks end the veterans of 

ar Christass donations, the latter 


A large Santa 


Claus party with prevencas 0 Of presents wee held on Christnes 
Eve night in the hospital mane: hall which was beautifully 
decorated with are wreaths) and a magnificent 27 foot Christmas 
a8, A avaber rOg-the hospital staff, was ably 
4 au 
[ D Through 
ae : B 
the invalaere a ssist: 
2% oma) . > 
Valley, who rly done similar work for the Ahwahnee Hotel 


the entire ospite. a ‘i aut Aft ly decorated. Miss Sarver con- 


oon. 
tinued to voluntariiy aot in th: ‘aie “Oapacity throughout the life 


of the hospital, wets era decorations for all week-ends 
and special meet) mains be remembered by the hospital 
ateff. a 


tha Sarver of the Yosemite 


on the ore 


provided an ie soldier and WAC show. This 


formerly aireoted 
Hotel. fs 

After Christaas, | eorea! ge facilities at the hospital 
continued to svandiiy iaprore, Winter sports became available. 
Th 6 flooded parking are at camp. agunry made an excellent outdoor 


S purpose. The Welfare 


a ara 
en 


a 
Park ‘Service and paid for by 


r the hospital patients. 


y Pass daily by hospital 
Bly enjoyed by both patients 
pel had had little or no 


This promptiy reduced 
ppped the latter part 


Commercial films four 
ni ‘ 
ebruary, 1944. The next 
os 
jepending upon the 


for the films. 


Blue Circuit shows 


to appear reg 

first but lever, a in 

tanued until the pllowing hen a: 3 a t was made for 
U.8.0. Besoinen ct 1 t the Yosemite. These 


the hospital wes 
A hospital 
December, 1943, 


educational ser 


a patient, Jules B +o ean 
hospital corps: Pe (BB ert editor. The following aohth, 


& hospital 001 ‘Frank DeOrazia wa made editor. De Grazia 
erience in such work. His 
@ prompt success. Extracts 
) Heapital Corps Querterly, 
the San Franoteco Bxaniner,, tole and Esquire. Though strictly 
a local paper, it was a eres , 1d to norale, its witty remarks, 
suggestions, cartoon # yshivertels. boing greatly enjoyed by 
both the naval and ‘otvintan a bitants of the Yosemite. 
A serious need of the hospital. from the beginning had been 
a library for patients. Books donated by students of Fresno 
State College became available dn November, 1943, and a library 
was started, at first Bithete, jepapieta in charge. At that time, 
the books were kept. ino 03 8, cy men took their choice and it 
was hoped that the books nig be returned. The first librarian 
arrived in Jenuery, } and a onal re regular library was opened 
on the second Ticonee he hosp: tal. sae was later moved to the 


4 e ees ee 

mezzanine and ocoupied two conmuntesting former hotel bedrooms. 
During the winter, a total of of 1436 books were accumulated. By 
the spring of 1944, the number of saat hea increased to some 

3,500 and enlarged ures quarters Became essentéal as well as 
a reading room which could be kept ‘opea after the library proper 
was closed. The locations of the disbursing office and library 
were therefore reverneds The now library was beautifully 


arranged with two rooms linea by shelves full of books and a 


semi-circular reading room, with. sun porch, from both of which 
beautiful views of the Joseayes Valley could be obtained. The 
reading room was kept. oman janes: taps, giving patients a place 
where they could reed and study without. disturbance. 

During the early spring 0 of 1944, the Navy Club of Fresno 
equipped the soarins: a at oe large. rooms off Ward A as 
reading, writing’ a a ro + Trouen previously used by the 
hospitel for this Ge ears furniture had been scanty and 
uncomfortable. The furniture loaned the hospital by the Navy 
Club was therefore especially appreciates, 

During the late winter: of 1944: the U.S.0. of San Francisco 
began. bringing a group of h hostesses ane an orchestra to the 
hospital for Saturday dance ae: month, replacing the vieits 
from the Merced. Es Le1¢ 

for dances. This greatly 
few colored patients 
. quse of the utter lack of 
“spring of 1944, the 


Apostles of the Sea in San Francisco commenced bringing an 
orohestre and hostesses to the Yosemite for occasional weekend 


perties. 
During the winter of 1944 also, the use of local hospital 


talent for entertainment was commenced. A Happy Hour or other 


looal show was given every Tuesday night. The one permanent 
product of this endeavor was a hospital orchestra, the Yosemite 
Rhythm Kings, which wes composed of both patients and staff and 
functioned for many dances and special occasions. Maintenance 

of this orchestra was quite difficult because of the rapid turn- 
over of patients. However, a nucleus of a few staff members kept 
it, intact and the group continued to be a mainstay of the hospital. 
Hospital talent, in the field of serious talent was also used 

from time to time for special shows and chapel services. 

During the spring of 1944, organized sports went on a firm 
foundation though neither they nor physical training could yet 
be made compulsory. A minimum of one hour's daily exercise was 
however required of all patients. By summer, a new concrete 
tennis court with provision for basket ball and hand bell was 
built by the hospital force. Golf, croquet and tennis became 
very populer. In the summer, a soft ball league was formed with 
teams representing the various wards. 

Beginning in December, 1943, continuous endeavor was msde 
to obtain bowling alleys for the hospital. The efforts seemed 
deatined to be fruitless as the cost of the building plus alleys 
was prohibitive. During the summer of 1944 however, 
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a building for ae slleys was provided in the @ rehabili- 
tation and recreation center then being started. Even with the 
building, the alleys themselves continued to be evanescent 

because of financial difficulties. The welfare fund could not 
afford to buy new alleys. econd hand alleys for sale were 
finally locuted and effort made to buy them. This also failed. 
The Bay lieadows race tract of the California Jockey Club finally 
donated 35,000.00 to the hospital Welfare Fund to help buy bowling 
alleys. With this generous aia) arrangement was made to buy six 
new alleys from the Brunswick-Balke-Collander Co. The actual 
installation of the alleys was started the first week in December 
and the alleys were opened topic es the night of January 10, 1945. 
This was a gala eccasion for the hospital.. The commanding officer 
made a short speech thanking the "bowling alley squed” for their 
invaluable work in constructing the building and making the alleys 
possible. 4 representative of the Brunswick-Balke-Collander Co. 
spoke and explained and new 'Range Finder' system of bowling. 

The first ball was bowled by Mrs. Hayden and the first bowling 

in the Yosemite was started. As everywhere, bowling was a tremen- 


dour success from the start. Because of the cold and snow outdoors, 


it filled a very real winter need at this hospital. The alleys 


were crowded every afternoon and evening. A bowling league was 
formed with teams representing each ward, the officer and enlisted 


staffs. League matches were bowled four nights a week. Wednesday 


hight was reserved for officers, their families and guests. 


Sunday nights were reserved for enlisted staff, their families 


and guests. Later, the slieys were slso used as part of the 
i f 
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physical ( ining program. Men with casts on @ arms and legs 
perhaps could not run with the ball but obtained valuable oxeroise 
and thoroughly enjoyed bowling. 

Another building, constructed by putting together two Army 
temporary buildings, was ereotea as a pool hall. A billiard table 
and five additional pool tables were bought, making a total of one 
billiard and sight pool tables. The pool hall was opened January 
26, 1945 and rivaled bowling in popularity. 

A small physical training building with gymnastic equipment 
was completed ja March, 1945, and was invaluable for reoreation 
as well as corrective, exercises. — 

Originelly ‘reoenmented almost & year before, the sale of beer 
in the hospitel Ship's Service was finally authorized by the 
Secretary of the Navy, making the naval hospital in Yosemite the 
only naval hospital an. the United States where this could be done. 
One. of the small. teaporery buildings was erected as a olub house 
in the corner of re reservation near the entrance. A bar was 
constructed ‘across’ “one Sea and booths with bench seats and tables 
were built along ‘both sides ‘and in the center. It was officially 
opened with appropriate ceremony on April 26, 1945 and filled a long 


felt want. Beer ‘could now be obtained every night instead of only 


on liberty nights. Ho longer was it necessary to go to the 014 
Village to get it. 


By now, the morale at me hospital was really high. There 
was plenty of we 


the year, to keep al: ¥ ocoupied. With dances almost 
shows twice a month, 


novies rete 
= 


to act as | ai rs, iad, 44 sports program provided, the 


v'-aR, 
great sajority of ‘patients enjoyed and benefited from their stu; 


in the Youent “it mas difficult to live down the bed reputetic 
the’ hospital had “acquired during its first year but this was 
eventually, done. me | commas Officer was able to write in 
his senitery. report. ‘Mio pationt @t this hospital has any reol 
cause to coapledn of Task of ‘recreation. Sufficient variety : nd 


The ejerand finale, of ‘the gues) geason at the hospital occurred 
over the Thea) rT tring weekend, 1945. On the night of November 21, 
what was generely onsidered to be the best vaudeville show wiven 
at the hospitel we E eaters. Yosemite by the San Joequin 
=Veties, Elks. On Nove: : bythe Naval Aid Auxiliery of Los 
Angeles brought “group of hostesses to the hospital. 4 

nent and the next day, Sunday, ol) 


rm Pass to play in the snow. 


‘ E omite wes in operation for five 
iat eo navar Chaplain. There were no 
A Guring thet time and the patients 


ohuroh in t 
Finally 


arrived. 


a6 4 ae s 


general wa: one: 
recreation hall and then in the ag 

Being the only ; ohapiata, Father Gerber'a schedule on Sundays 
was two Masses at. 0180 and } and at 1030 he conducted a general 
service for ionsga n Los. He inaugurated the Novena service in 
honor of Our aS 04s | Meda on Tuesday evenings. 
The first midnl, 8 in-Youentte Valley was held on Christmas 
Bve of 1943. 5 as See i 

While Father Gerber was here a8 chaplain, a few convalescent 
Protestant cea shapon ere patients and held regular Protestant 


servioee at 1030 on. su 


personel x ; 7 
In July of re th em transferred to duty over- 
seas. and was suoseeted | y r iss mee Reardon of Guadalcanal fame, 
who continued tbe, Shop wo wa = his ——— 

services in tne 
well attended vonier Babe 


pital chapel. He was 


and for consultations 


with Protestent - °: 


the staff. oft , 
the need of a arate oh : ted the writing room off 


~ i 
ward A as the 4ro vi its large windows and the 


@ beautiful chapel. The 
, nop ‘of the occupational 
« ' 
Ineeds of both Catholics and 


rs 


Chaplein. 
of the nen wer 


Nsesite! to ‘the naval hospital 
literature and conducted 

Be wio * pth. In ¢ } with the polioy of the 
-Burgay of Nava son f | liberties were granted for 


the Jeu to fulfil) their religious obligations on 


o of the hospital, the 


ates 


» ls ae A 
11 lounge into a Catholic 


arranged to represent. typioal frontier town, with wagon tracks 
visible on the street and store buildings on eithor side. The 
saloon (bar) was at ope end of the @troet, and with that as the 
starting point and not stroying, @ay of the original room, Father 
Gerber remodeled it into @ chapel. 

The alter was constructed. over ‘the bar, the front of tho bar 
being paneled with wood having @ marble finish of white and gold. 
The back-drop of the Salter was red plush, with a crucifix over the 
tabernacle lighted. 1ndirectiys On Gither side of the alter were 
statues of the Sacred a ee of the Bleased Virgin 


moulded from Aisosrded ot of an The sanctuary lamp was 
mado from @ plokie jer, ) ofa eoektail phoker and a hand-made 
U 


frame to hold it. See 
Kuelo was provided | dn the ohaped. by an orgen and also by a 


Pooording maohines pitsie. os ae pooords Wore played witch added 
bo Hie Lwandy Oe phe 1 hy 

A ohedne wae erected th honor of Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Méd42 on the #ight aide of the ohaped Si 4 mali aicovés A picture 
af the appabi bien a Oui iiepied } Weve? G6 Biedsed YatiivFing Laheure 
wil sep id he eae Wedd OF ble Ghupei, two best 

4 nnd @ panae mike MPH PA ipiene LARA HY Wi bended 

slid t8 Fhe mie B puntte aFered} wegen the 


er 


} worthy of special mention 
Cy ) of. the hospital and 
sey 
to the hospital. 


of Medioine and Surgery 
“physical training for 
a to install a daily 


_s 
nics were given each 


7 and the Bureau of 
of a more complete and 
. The Giilmination of 
of the Rehabilitation 
‘ Sampson, 
physical training 


dology, physiology 


a to hospitalized men. 


ies 
‘ly defined the objectives 


function of the physioe] treining personnel. Men were selected 
for assignment in the program who had backgrounds of study ond 
experience in the corrective fields of physical training. 

Lt. Delburt G. i. Neleon, USNR, was assigned as physical 
training officer at Youenite and reported for duty on November 
4, 1944. Four chief specialists (a) arrived three days previously 
and five more came Wefore Christmas. 

The program set up at first comprised one hour per day for 
each patient excepting @ fow « exoused for necessary work. iihile 
the Recreation Hell wee fairly orowded for these classes, the 
program of caliethenies, ¢ group games and relays wes carried on 
there daily except Saturday and Sunday. Each chief specialist 


was in oharge of a Olass and the remainder of the steff assisted. 


One special class was conducted daily at 1430 for those patients 


being given speoial corrective @xercises as instructed on Special 
Examination and Treataent Request, Bent frequently to the physical 
training officer by ward medical officers, 

Throughout the winter sports sé@ason, instructions were given 
in skiing and sketing. Chief Bronson, an excellent skier and 
instructor, was in charge of eki instruction. Trucks or busses 
were sent to the alaeee at Badger Pass deily. Following several 
broken legs at ftret, 20 ationt Was allowed to ski on the steeper 

9} fanaa’ been cheoked. This system paid 
“A scoidents. After this, none 
r jacee severe than an ankle 


sprain. The senon sate a the asaare of March. 
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Ice skating was carried on at the Cap Curry outdoor rink 
on days when the ice was, museables, Toe skates were obtained 
from the Yosemite Park tiatourey. Company and rented by the 
hospital. Specialist Neffziger had charge of skate issue and 
instruction in the sport. 

Early in February, 1945, the Rehabilitation Boerd established 
a new program which provided, in part, for two hours daily of 
physioal training for all patients. Calisthenios were given at 
the beginning of each physical training hour and sports of 
various kinds were engaged in Garvan tsie rest of the time. 
Very few of the patients were in groups other that 1 or 2. 
Restrictions noted for the group 2 patients were shown on the 
individual rehabilitation sohedule carried by each patient. 

As soon as warm, dry weather ‘Allowed outdoor activity, 
@ program was started to utilise Overy natural facility possible. 
Supervised hiking ‘fer those w who Liars adle to participate in that 
activity was conducted on an. average of three times a week 
throughout the opring and summer. Two ‘members of the physical 
training staff were. » asnigned to increase the facilities on the 
hospital reservation. ‘Eight horseshoe courts were built and 
several volleyball and bedminton courts lined. Considerable 
time was spent making stantarte £ for nets, lining shuffleboard 


super ob mig. In the early fall of 1945, 
an addition ‘to the phi training building allowed another 
space of 20 foot ™% 50 t0 for corrective and ameliorative work. 
The Largest | vu were post-operative (abdominal) and 
orthopedic. “< great. Rea was pete in the use of this 
service by Re a 
such equipaen msi I 
stationary viene 
ber, horizonte 
numerous othe: 
signed and co. byt the _paysions training department, e.g. 


» Wrist machine, horizontal 


: ie > cad and tumbling, and 


supinator for Es 
and wrists, “acc or” for Reinet a stiffness of ankles 


Po on 


reservation. — Tate 600 yard tay-cut Was used constantly during 
daylight hours. Chief Bronson superintended both maintenance 
and instruction on the course. From each of the six daily 
classes, @ group of patients ranging from 15 to 20 men were sent 
to the course for participation and instruction. Often as many 


as 200 patients vase ve oasis in @ single day. Frequent tourna- 


ments were a 


Horse! rid as activity for 36 men each week. 
ive ; ¥ 
Three tw riding were participated in 


weekly, acs b rent igh special arrangement with 


tivity. Over weekends and aside 


Series, the bicycles were 


ng in steepness and length. 


|) used to and from the start of 


that on the ‘valiey lehson ‘The most popular hike proved to be the 
old Big oak: Fag Road) to the Took slides and return. 

Two Pert areas ae set. up in early spring each year and 

ame More convenient to have ell the 

men report tered’ rea. e tennis court area, Area I, was im- 
proved by adding courts ‘or volleyball, badminton, and shuffle- 
board. A chuffleboard-golt Course also was used to some extent. 
When completed, this area accomodated 50 men at a time. The 
surfaced ores and aprrenndies grounds near the cabins comprised 
Area II. This. ~Anodageer the ‘large tennis court built by the 
hospital foros. This concrete court was extended sufficiently 
far so that, oY : { woseen} backstop, two hand-ball courts 


te Ae 


were provided Just beyond each end of the tennis court. Four 


basketball a 3ross-court to allow for more play 
NA 
in that s ‘the two already installed. Softbel) 


wae a popu ag Pes activity. Plenty of good equipment for the 
sport ‘rata to safe, enjoyable play. The extreme dustiness 


ia? 
of the fi.)4- ee ‘by deily watering. Two volleyball 


courts were aes) a eront deal because of the adaptadility of 
thet sport to ‘several disabilitios, The same was true of the 
four badminton oourte. late 4 an the @ummer an archery range wss 
set up whioh was used: consi erably. Four shuffleboard courts 
were in constant use. en this ares. 

During the = err months, organized swimming was con- 
duoted at the Yosemite Jodge Pool from 0900-1000 daily. Certain 
patients for whe ' a fercise was not contraindicated were 


assigned to tate eotter. A competent swimming instructor 
sccompenteats i 0h: Supervised Swimming was also conducted 


in the Merced a River at the the hospital. 


The required progren for officer patients was conducted on 
Area I each Gay with a shief speeialist in charge. Chief activ- 
ities for the officers ‘e woligrtal2., softball, and golf 
tq.ieraee their oaltetnente work-out. 

after the required prograa begame well-established, considerable 
interest was shown’ by the men. Absenteeiem markedly decreased as 
time went on. Roaagppble Silowance was made for doctor's appoint- 
ments and for other: acceptable. reasons for absence. 

The phystoas training etaff received the best of cooperation 
from the ‘wang eedicadiofficers: Ti the twelve months of its 
operation, it. 4a dotinnted that Pbd 1 200, 000 man-hours of physical 
training were ondu While beneficial results of the program 


Pte 


w 


benefits definitely demon traies from corrective room endeavors, 


the entire progres was successful in fulfilling its several 


objectives: of getting men Teady for duty sooner than would other- 


wise have been” the case, helping the patients rogain strength and 


endurance after the morbid process had run its course, and over- 
coming hospitelitis and ennui. 


- RAABILI TATION 


At the time this hospitel was commissioned, no program of 
rehabilitetior had been fleveloped to tho 


Oing of specific action. 
For that reason, rehabilitation was a matter of sporadic and 


unintegrated efforts. 


To a certain extent, facilities were 
available for the peamionts who desired to use them but the number 


taking part was couparetively email. 


The only activities then 
available for patients wore those. joutdoor activities available 


for all visitors to th@ Yosemite - hiking, bicycling, horseback 
riding, fishing, tennis and oles 


The Rangers of the National 
Park Service, by providing fishing instructors and guides, rendered 
valuable assistance. 


With the arrival of a new commanding officer, September 23, 
1943, serious endeavor was made to initiate a new progrem of 


recreation and physical exercise as the beginning of a rehabili- 
tation program. © 


In December, 1943, winter sports became available - ice 


skating, toboganning and skiing. These accelerated the rehabili- 


tation progrem by providing mere outdoor facilities for physical 


exercise. 


A number of patients Were also assigned to work in the 


hospital maintenance shops. This was especially valuable 


rehabilitatie( ork as it gave men an opportunity ee( yaa or 
reorient themselves in a trade. Vor example, one patient who was 
a ship's cook but unable to cook because of the condition of the 
skin on his hands, desired to become an electrician. He wns assigned 
to work in the hospital electrical shop and, when he was discharred 
from the hospital, he was a very good practical electrician. 
At this time also, @ Red Cross recreational worker came to the 
hospital for duty and was of material assistance in the rehabilitation 
. progrem by holding indoor classes of various kinds for patients 
who could not partioipate in outdoor sports. 
One serious difficulty @ncountered was that a great aany notients 
‘ga were “Sjrvivors" from sunken ships and had no suitable clothing 
for winter sports. at thet tihe*eleo, the hospital could not 
obtain.such clothing from the Navy because it was all requircd 
overseas and had no funds to buy it from civilian sources, even if 
available. By the following winter, adequate clothing had been 
obteined but this dia not help during the critical first winter 
in the Yosemite. 


Several efforts were made during this first year to make 
physical treinige and such other rehabilitation work as was avsil- 
able compulsory Dut, with the facilities available, this wis utterly 
impractical exeane, in aafatenance Work. A coneiderable number of 
patients however partioipated in Sports. Largely as a result of 
the initiative displayed by the welfare and reoreation officer in 
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C 
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getting them out. winter sports, @specially skiing, materially 
contributed. to the ‘rehabilitation of patients because they were 
attracted out Of do@rs end the hospital's limited indoor 
facilities were considerably inoreased. Many patients went on 

the trips to winter: spoststareas, 6ven though their physical con- 
dition did not permit them to partioipate, in order to enjoy the 
scenery, watch the sports and have wholesome social relationship 
with civilians 

During the winter and spring of 1944, the oommanding officer 
made innumerable efforts to obtain facilities for a reasonable 
adequate indoor reoreation program in the Yosemite before the next 
winter set in. The primary and orying need was for temporary 
buildings to house rehabilitation and recreational sctivities. 
Because of the temperary nature of this hospital and the consequent 
probability of disapproval of recommendation to the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for funds to construct the buildings desired, 
various ‘civilian sgencies were contacted with the view of obtaining 
help. These efforts however, were fruitless. 

The first meeting of the hospital Rehabilitation Board was 
held in ‘April, 1944. Following this, the beginnings of a real 
rehabilitation program began to take shape. The practice of 
giving an explanatory talk to groups of patients upon their 
arrival in the Yosemite was commenced: They were given full in- 
formation of the purposes of this hospitel and what was offered 
here. They were also aan: aeasetongaires as to their interests 
and endeavor made to ee thea aogordingly. 


ilitetion Board submitted 


= 


recommendations to the commanding officer concerning the need 
for a definite policy regerding rehabilitation in the Yosemite. 
It was emphasized that during the previous year, this hospital 
had operated largely as an “overflow” center for the naval 
hospitals at Oakland and Shoemaker, California. The selection 
of patients was largely based on the need to have beds available 
in the general hospitals for eaiente arriving from sea or 
overseas duty. During this period, patients were sent to the 
Yosemite to await Bureau action on surveys which had been sub- 
mitted from other hospitals; later, they were transferred here 
to be surveyed from the service. For months, three or four 
doctors, in addition to their Poutine duties, wrote between 
three hundred and four hundred surveys monthly. Disposition 

of patients and their absorption from the hospitals mentioned 
was the most important function of the hospital in the Yosemite, 
rehabilitation being only of secondary importance. 

In the spring of 1944, following up its previous directives 
concerning a rehabilitation program in all hospitals, the Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery issued standard p ins for temporary 
buildings for rehabilitation work, eccupationa) therapy, eto., 
and directed that recemmendations be ante for such additional 
construction es might be necessary t® carry on an adequate program 


of rehabilitation. Plaas were therefore prepared concerning 


needs of this hospitel in this respect and a Bureau representative 
who visited San Francisco for this purpose was contacted. The 
plans were approved by him subject to approval of estimated cost 


by the Bureau. The project was then submitted to the District 


te 


(et eee, ag C 


reading were started. The ar Lval of pregia devices provided 
Ls > sant <— 


by the Bureau of Aeron mys sutomatic reter 


> Ee 


and the ni rrophone ores i at deal of aaditione) interest 
and brought snoreseed, attentence to the Saueational services 


program. At the nelents of. the proeraa, the average enrollment 
Ad 
was about 600 men. : 


c 
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The Civil Read Justaent pficer provided full information to 
service men, before their return to @ivil life, concerning their 
rights and privileges under the 6.2. b4ll of rights. At this 
hospital this work was” at first in oharge of the educational 
services officer, his function being to Give the men their exit 
interview pried to aiecharge trom t the service and to assure that 
every man was informed of all the oo and privileges of 
veterans under existing Law. ‘This duty was taken over by a full 
time civil readjustment officer in November, 1944. Forms for 
compensation clains end hospitalization under the Veterans Admin- 
istration were taken care , 
Not until the first week i 
representative of the Yet eee oe ts P 
concerning veterans! sete eto. Thereafter, e211 infor- 
mation of value to -Yegghansy a 


This, ele, waaet 
services officer ‘for c 
Insurance Officer ‘repo! Ve aut: at thia hospital. He was 

; : Laer 


detached after +. Swork wae then taken 


> 


Public Works office for preparation of detailed plans and 
estimates. When complete the estimated cost was $140,000. 
As expected, these estinates. were disapproved by the Bureau 


bal el 


because it was hot desired to epen that enount of money on 


a leased hospital. ‘The Burean hon er, later arranged for 


the transfer of slenep “apasee ‘amay FheiAet3 type temporary build- 


ings, each 20° x 64%, to this mesag se? for. use in making a new 
rehabilitation and reoreation center, construction to be accom- 
plished by the. hospital foros. 

With arrival of these batidings in the Yosemite, August, 
1944, plans for a need. rehabilitation center promptly got under 
waye A dooms en Plan ee epgproves by the National Park Service 
with the proviso that the pusidings: gust be removed when the 
premises were returned to aa owner after the war. The plan 
was also approved by the District Public Works and Security 
offices. Actual cont ccuavias r enced in September in the 
meadow west of the nospit 4 Ae it was, aanifest1y impossible 
for the work to be aecoap) iy the: small hospital maintenance 
force, arraagement was 
patients to assist dn | } 
pré-renqnksset Galaga fore the > Bepimebanativation pro- 
gras, Fortunasearg i iber of seabee petients in 
the hospitel. | ho r “e physies able were asked to volun- 


teer for the werk bheir rewa. ° jG of special liberty plus 


the consciousness 3s 4 jo r their shipmates, present 


and future, The w q 4 it glow start but interest 


42] 


the wer ory was vane the » Foo! tel the snow comes". Though 
handioapped by saind end trebate ‘Weuther fron November on, the 
first building was comple’ ep the firet of December. This ono 
was the moat aiftioult of ail, It Was to hause the bowling 


alieys and, 40 order Yo ante: it derge enough, 16 was necessary 
to combine four of the, “Sopborary, budidings into a single building 


40' x 128! redenienanes Sa: to provide an adequate floor and a 
single roof capable of safely Bustaining the possible snow load. 


The remaining buildings of the group were then rapidly completed, 
together with an enclosed passageway Gonnecting all the buildings 
with each other and with the main hospital. The roofs were on 
vefore the igiiw eanennaiine pudding for occupational therapy was 
commissioned on February at )This was rapidly followed by 
a second buildiag) for occu banehersry: ona for educational 
services and one for phyeseal t1 ning. 

Meanwhile, in a “room. off ward A. on the first floor of the 
hospital, a RY fh ‘shop was started for leather work and wood 
carving in July, 1944. ‘mie | project was fathered by the San 
Joaquin Valley Elks who provided most of the equipment. for 
the first two months, the shop was in charge of « lady volunteer 
living im the Yopemite. ‘Though stil On a voluntary basis, the 
hobby shop made instant, appeal to the patients. This was 
especially true of the qeeree®. work. Some patients who came 
in only to pass the tine ‘became interested and avid workers. 

Some desired to eseapdoacner ere @s &@ hobby to sugment their income 


efter their disohar e fron the Bervice. One veteran of the first 
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World War remerked that, if they hed a depression after this was 


as they did after the last, perhaps he wouldn't have to sell 


apples this time. Another who was a jeweler by trade, was anxious 
° i 
to learn all he could about making and repairing ornaments because, 


as he expressed it, "People expect jewelers to fix anything." 


At this time, there was no regular allotment for materials for 


occupational therapy and they were obtained through the Welfare 


Fund and donations from the Elks. 
A Wave officer, Lieutenant (j.g.) Margaret A. Clarke, 
reported at the hospital in September, 1944, for duty as 


ocoupational therapist. Her enthusiasism and initiative resulted 


fa 
in a real boon for the hobby shop, so much so that it became 


necessary to errange Glasses with definite hours for work because 


“ie 
of limitations of space. A patient, Charles P. Kimball, SFlc, 


ably assisted Mise Clarke in establishing the department of 
ocoupational therapy in its new building. Later, after being 
discharged from the service, he returned to the hospital as a 
civilian employee end continued to render Valuable assistance in 


this work. ee wv 
At first, equipment for the new rehabilitation center was 


scanty. Occupational therapy only had three looms, some work 


benches, tool lockers and a large exhibit case, all supplied by 
It seemed impossible to obtain 


the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
more from naval sources. The San Joaquin Valley Elks however, again 
came to the aid of the hospital. Yor @lmost a year, they had been 
trying to obtain sufficient hasten re to equip a wood working shop 


for the hospital. They were now able to do this and leaned tha 
tons sie ASS , 
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hospital a. very complete eutfit of wood working machinery. The 
equipment was loaned rather than donated because the Elks felt 


that, having apent considerable meney on the project, they 


‘ Pen 
desired the unit to be kept Antast ‘and returned to them for 
o> Mey Paks 


further disposition after it was)no ic longer needed: by the Navy. 
The seme plan was later adoptet 7 owe other groups who provided 
the hospital with diontne mar and founary equipment for ocoupe- 
tional therapy. The leather work from the former hobby shop was 
moved into the new department. Educational Services and Physical 
Training prepared sohedules of classes to utilize their scanty 
equipment. 

With the completion of the new buildings and the consequent 
availability, of mecessery apace, the long desired compulsory 
rehabilitation program was placed in ‘effect. All physically able 
patients not on full-time maintenance details were given olass 
schedules similar te those of a college’ ‘student. The object was 
to keep as many patients as ‘Possible busy @ll day every day except 
Saturday and Sundays. al “pattentsivere Glassified according to 
their physioal condition end Given appropriate work. A minimum 
of two hours physical training; | one of either occupational therapy 
or educational training ‘and thre hours of other work was required, 
With inoreesing nunbers of pabtente, the new program expanded so 
rapidly that oxpeasion of the aiiéings was imperative. This was 
accomplished in the same manner as for the original buildings. 


Inoreased equipment beceme urgently, needed. It continued to be 


-@ ( 

impossible ‘ obtain any trea official sources, so once again 

it was sought from “private parties, The Order of the Egstern 
Ster in Sas Francisco ‘loaned a considerable amount of machine 

shop and foundry equipment. The Moore Machinery Comapy of San 
Francisco loaned pose: bn aasition ‘to the wood working shop now 
housed e quite coaplete nachine shop. A lapidary machine was 
finally obteined. ‘Btones suitable for making ornaments of various 


kinds were obtained from aifferent sources. Through the coopera- 


tion of the National Park Service, petrified wood was obtained 
from Arizona. Unfortunately, ony Tene man at a time could work 


on the lapidary machine ana additional machines seemed more 
difficult to obtain than new 1942 Zitanobiles. Many men however 
became intensely Antergated dn plastio work and making art jewelry 
of various kinds from sheet metal. Following arrival of the new 
machinery, tools for Leather work, almost impossible to buy, were 
made in the machine shop and ‘the leather work boomed so that it was 


necessary to @ enlarge the building and limit the size of classes. 
A fireproof’ foundry mee Sor constructed as an addition to the 


machine shop. This was feuiter conphately equipped with a brass 
melting furnace, welding end moulding equipment end a pottery 
making furnace. Many ae began actively making metal objects of 
various kinds such ash)) tray + book ends, lemps, eto. 
ved, ten, months after 
outfit was received a month 
hat syasmodically during 
of 1945, e fly tying bench 
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had been made in the oes persis shop. pith the advent of the 
fishing season and the ‘errivel of @n expert in this art as 4 
patient, fly tying vataae? aotive in occupational therapy. 

Many varieties of “work were @Vailable in occupational therapy: 
FLY TYING - Many of the men were ardent fisherman end, with "rendy- 
made" flied impossible to buy, they were very enthusiastic . 
about learning to tie their Own. Their enthusiasm at catching ea 
fish on on @ of their own flies was contagious and soon the fly 
bench was swamped. 

WEAVING - Three large looms set up mainly for weaving rugs 
proved to be very popular. The ae Were fascinated with learning 
the fundamentals of woaving. Sone attempted pattern weaving and 
a few who were interested in owsing their own looms learned how 


to warp thread sae? set up the looms. 


LEATHERWORK = From the start, leather work was the most popular 
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craft. The men made 1 wide variety of articles from comb cases 
to suit cases. ey ‘aes binitelde, ‘Key cases, coin purses, 
pooket secretaries, ‘indies! Apstaes, @tc. Many of the articles 
were elaborately tooled . or carved. Western style carved belts, 
spur straps and purses beoene Wary populer and hours of work 


were put into bringing out every small deteil. 
Lao - 
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WOODWORK - With the cooperation of the Educational Services 
department, formal classes were held. Kniok-knack shelves, boxes 
of all sizes and Kinds, trays, children's furniture and toys, book- 
ends, book cases, tables, desks, and small office furniture were 
made. Wood turning wes especially popular with projects ranging 
jn eize from chess men to large floor lamps. Interesting effects 
were gained by bluing pieces of dark wood such as mahagony and 
walnut with light woods such as maple and ash and turning out 
lamps, powder boxes, etc. The Ocoupational Therapy wood shop 
helped out with many of the small hospital maintenance jobs and 
built a great share of the department's furniture such as bases for 
machinery, tables for leatherwork, benches, cabinets for storing 
leather, eto. M 

PRINTING - The print shop was set-up by a patient who had run his 
own print shop for twelve years. It immediately took over the job 
of printing all kinds of forms for the hospital. Personalized 


stationery and calling cards were the favorite projects. 
BOOKBINDING - A small bookbinding bench was set-up where small 


repair jobs oould be done. ; 

ART JEWELRY - Snake bracelets, stainless steel watoh bands, 
identification tag bracelets, Indian bracelets and rings, proved 
to be the mest popular items with the art jewelry enthusiasts. 
Several of the men hed done a great deal with this craft before 
they came to this Sean and were Very willing teachers. The 
original space allottea for art jewelry was small and its popular- 
ity necessitated increasing thedSteslagies available in order to 


¢ 


accommodate the crowd 


PLASTICS - To most of the men, work with plastics was a new 
experience. ‘The mesoraay of tne projects were along the experi- 
mental line with the nen ee: ated by | “the “Possibilities they 
discovered in this new ’ “ Ploture frases, boxes, napkin 
rings and trays were the chief projects. 

SHEETNETAL WORK = With eonestise of sheet aluminum and stainless 
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steel available, boxes of all sizes and shapés were made. Boxes 
for fishing tackle, photographic equipment, tools, jewelry, eto, 
cookie sheets, trays, angie iron for Pednforoing foot lockers, etc. 
FOUNDRY WORK - When it was degided to add a foundry unit to the 
Occupational Therapy department a patient, Charles William Heffner, 
Mldr lo, USNR, volunteered to help in its installetion. He hed 
(37 managed his own foundry, hed taught the work in a vocational train- 
ing school in one of our large cities end was well qualified. He 
was not only an expert in foundry work, but he knew how to teach 


others. His enthusiess |was Oontagious and interest soared. Small 


“souvenir” projects were the prinoipal items made but occasionally 
the foundry was called on fer soa. hospital maintenence jobs 


or such things as’a cross for) the Protestant chapel. 


MACHINE SHOP WORK - A wide variety of work was done in the machine 


shop. After its inatallatioa, 4t took over the job of supplying 


the leather shop with tools and it reworked the tools for the 
entire department. On the metal lethe, the men turned out candle 


sticks, lamps, salt and pepper shekere, etc. It was also used 
to cut off Rar ous ehelis moten were turned into a variety of 
01d broken down equipment and 


* Pet true eka, heats at ; 
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oonverted into attractive and | peeerente articles. Airplane 


pistons were out ‘oft na pebianed for ash trays; supercharger 


ops were nate into rying pe istgnifonne and turners; taille 
landing wheels: were used « on | whee)-barrows and go-carts, and so it 


went. Vike 


POTTERY MAKING - An a ni pottery furnace was built especially 


ent 


for this nepessnene hs eet up f. idre-proof annex. The 
hospital was deo ae ec before. ® project really got under 
way but considerable int ri spas ees ttanont with the announcements 
that it was sterteds aes. 
LAPIDARY WORK - ee, unite @rrived too late to be used. 
However, one <a r ay. ie Spenetion proved very popular. 
The hospital was : ‘ bi ing. able to seoure some excellent 
rock specimens -- ae ; y petrified wood. Small stones were 
polished for mounting and. mreer ee were used for book ends 
and paper weights. Many of t the men brought back shells and stones 
they had. picked up ‘oversesa. and worked these down for mounting. 
One of the. chief atszigaaies encountered in carrying on the 


new program wag 4 lack of property ti trained assistants. Funds were 


4 adequately trained hospital 
corpsaort or) wud be. ile. Because of the practical 
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1943. His work wes made very ditfioult however, because of lack 
of equipment. At first, it was necessarily @ counseling service 
rather than a means of providing Qisseroea work. Only a small 
supply of books was on hand but much material @iving information 
as to civilian jobs. The educational services officer had but 
one room where interviews were held. Under the circumstances, it 
was utterly impractioal to require patients to attend classes and 
ell work wes voluntary. Books Were issued to men wishing to 
study and assistance given those who wished to obtain high school 
or college credits. Ocomsionally, assistence was given to men in 
their studies. A series of War Orientation Iectures were given, 
including map talke end G.I. films concerning the wear. Classes 
were impossible except tor & Spanish Glass held in the evenings. 

with the beginning of the rehabilitation program in the 
winter of 1945 however, it was possible to let every patient know 
whet was offered in Educational Services end to interview many 
more men. With the opening of the educational services building 
in February of that yeas regular classes were begun, taught for 
the most part by qualified patients. As with occupational therapy, 
an expanding enrollment nade it necessary to enlarge the building. 
Later, a small building was adéod.to sense two merine Deisel 
engines, a P-38 airplane ongine, and a gasoline engine for machinist 
training by study, Aiacnsonbly ont’ asseably. Language classes were 
held in Chinese, Russian, Inglish, Spanish end French. . Mathe-~- 
tics from arithmetic to Bia was provided. There were 

wy, nevigation, etc. In June, 
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over by the oval rontgustannt ot ‘ottion, 
UNITED, stares melon SERVICE 
In August, 1943, ‘a representative of the U.S. Employment 
Service began making weekly trips from Merced to this hospital 
where he ‘interviewed men being discharged ‘from the service con- 
cerning jobs. He wos of laze luable assistance, especially during 
the first year, noe only to phe Tea but to the officers handling 


civil readjustment work. ws 


During the spring and summer of 1945, this hospital was 
better utilized than es eng previous time in its career. Types 
of patients were be ier adapted te this activity and the patient 
load varied from about 700 to over 800, the maximum number at any 
one time being 853. iste ‘the sncrenee in facilities above noted, 
the rehabilitation’ prograa 6 weld Founded and adequate. The 
vast majority of patients ware kept D naa ‘and happy. During this 
period, the floor space used by the rehabilitation departments 
was as followsi=-— F 


Occupational therapy 4,220 sq.ft. 
_Payatedt te Services g 3460 sq.ft. 
Ste al 27320 sq. ft. 


The man hours worked Oe, opth averaged approximately as follows: 
21,000. 
8,000. 
Buc 5,000. 
In addition to the reguler: ‘classes, many patients and staff men- 
bers worked in all of’ these. departments at night after regular 


working hours. 


By the summer of 1945, 


this hospitel haa become an adequately 


s 


equipped and functioning rehabilitation center capable of 
handling a patient load of 806 to 900. The department of 
occupational therapy, especially, wae stated by competent 
observers to be better than Most and second to none in service 
hospitals. ; 

There was a real jqad adequate program of rehabilitation for 


all, both indoors and outdoors, — 


